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E/M Insight Case of the Week
Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC

CC: F/U HTN
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The E/M service documented is a
level ONE hospital progress note.
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EXAM: NAD. BP 126/80

IMPRESSION: Stable HTN

PLAN: Continue current meds. Will sign off.
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INTERVAL HISTORY: Patient’s post-op HTN is now controlled.

History | HPI ROS | PESH
@ None None
EPF Brief >1 None
Detailed Ext 2-9 1/3
Comp Ext >10 373
Exam Bullets Required

1 - 5 from any organ systems

E/M History

Exam MDM

Time

o I B

99232 EPF EPF Mod 25
99233 Det Det High 35

(Requires 2 out of 3 key components)

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems
Detailed | > 12 from any organ systems
Comp 2 bullets from NINE systems

Data Pts

Mod 3 3 Mod
High >4 >4 High
Requires 2/3 dimensions
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E/M Coding Conference
October 14 - 15, 2010
Orlando, Florida

Doctors and Coders

Doctors and coders, join us in Orlando for
two days of clinically-driven E/M coding
education from a physician who is also a
certified professional coder.

Click HERE for web-based E/M coding courses for CME/CEU credit.

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com.
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Only one problem point for the stable HTN.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
No data points because no data was reviewed.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This encounter qualifies as being of low risk due to the "stable chronic illness" of HTN.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as only straightforward MDM based on the presence of only one problem point, zero data points and low risk.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Using 1997 E/M guidelines, this would only qualify as a problem focused exam based on the documentation of only one bullet (general appearance).  If using the 1995 rules, would still only qualify as problem focused because only one system was examined.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a problem focused history based on the documentation of a brief HPI.  No elements of ROS or PFSH are recorded.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a level one hospital progress note based on the documentation of a problem focused history, a problem focused exam and straightforward medical decision-making.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the national average medicare allowable fee for this service.  To check the rate in your locality, click on the blue dollar sign to go to the CMS fee search engine.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter requires a clearly identifiable chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is a brief HPI because it contains two HPI elements (context and quality) which are used to describe the patient's HTN.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Only get one bullet for this exam (for describing the patient's general appearance).  You don't get one bullet for vital signs because you would need to record at least three vital signs.  All we have here is the HTN.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
The problem of HTN is described as being "stable" so it would only be worth one problem point.
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