
CC: F/U HTN 
 
HTN is not yet controlled with BP of 144/86 on 
monotherapy with a thiazide diuretic.  Denies any 
chest pain or palpitations.    Lungs are 
clear.  No edema.  I asked the patient to adhere a 
little more closely to a low salt diet and come back 
next week for a BP check.  If still elevated, we 
might have to add another medication. 
 
 
 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 
 

Click HERE for web-based E/M coding lectures for 40 hours of CME credit. 
 

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com. 

Exam Bullets Required 

PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems 

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems 

Detailed ≥ 12 from any organ systems 

Comp 2 bullets from NINE  systems 

Case of the Week 
 

 By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

 

Need E/M coding education 
for multiple providers? 

 
Click HERE to consider an  

E/M compliance web portal. 

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

On-Site  Physician-to-Physician E/M 
Coding Education  

Problem Points 

Data Points 

Risk 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99211 No MD needed 5 

99212 PF PF SF 10 

99213 EPF EPF Low 15 

(Requires 2 out of 3 key components) 

99214 Det Det Mod 25 

99215 Comp Comp High 40 

 

The E/M service documented is a level 
THREE established office patient. 

99213 
 

$63.15 
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter should start with a concise chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Although I don't recommend doing it, there is technically nothing wrong with dictating your note in the form of a solid block of text. The main problem with this approach however, is that you're relying on the kindness and diligence of a potential auditor to go in tease out the various elements of history exam and medical decision-making.  If you get a lazy auditor, you could be in trouble.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here you get two problem points for established problem of hypertension, which is not yet controlled.  

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
You don't get any data points because no data was reviewed.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Probably qualifies as a moderate risk, based on one chronic illness with mild exacerbation, namely the hypertension.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Using the 1997 E/M guidelines, this qualifies as a problem focused exam based on the documentation of two bullets. You get one bullet for listening to the lungs and one bullet for assessing lower extremities for edema.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as an expanded problem focused history based on the documentation of a brief HPI and review of one system.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as low complexity medical decision-making based on two problem points and moderate risk.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
The documentation supports the 99213 level of care, otherwise known as level 3 established office visit. These encounters require only two out of three qualifying key components. In this case, we qualify with an expanded problem focused history and low complexity medical decision-making. Since only two out of three key components are needed, it doesn't matter that we only have a problem focused physical exam.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the Medicare allowable charge for this level of care in Sarasota (the home of E/M University). To check the rate and your locality click on the blue $ to go to the CMS fee search engine.

http://emuniversity.com/
http://emuniversity.com/WebPortals.html
http://emuniversity.com/EMCoding_cd_roms.html
http://emuniversity.com/On-SitePrograms.html
Peter Jensen
Callout
Here, we commented on the status of one chronic problem (HTN) which probably means we  qualify for a brief HPI.

Peter Jensen
Callout
Here, we reviewed the cardiovascular system.

Peter Jensen
Callout
Not much of an exam.  One bullet for listening to the lungs and one for assessing the lower extremities for edema.
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