
 

 

Exam 1995 Exam Rules 

PF A limited exam of affected 
body area or organ system 

EPF Limited exam of affected organ 
system and other symptomatic 
or related organ systems 

Detailed Extended exam of the affected 
body area or organ systems and 
other symptomatic or related 
organ systems 

Comp 8 - 12 organ systems 

CC: SOB 
 
HPI: Patient complains of severe intermittent SOB worse when laying supine and 
associated with lower extremity edema.  
 
PFSH: Remarkable ischemic cardiomyopathy with EF of 20%, 20 pack year smoking 
history and strong family history of premature cardiovascular disease. 
 
ROS: Constitutional: No fevers, chills, weight loss.  CV: No chest pain or palpita-
tions.  GI: No N/V/D. All other systems reviewed and are negative. 
 
EXAM: CONSITUTIONAL: NAD, conversant.  BP 166/80, HR 82, T 98.0.  EYES 
have anicteric sclerae; no lid-lag or proptosis.  ENMT exam is normal.  CV: RRR, no 
MRGs.  There is bipedal edema.  RESPIRATORY: Lungs have bibasilar crackles 
with increased respiratory effort.  GI: Abdomen is soft, NABS, no HSM.  MUSCU-
LOSKELETAL exam is normal.  PSYCHIATRIC: A&OX3, normal affect. 
 
Labs show a BUN of 54, creatinine of 2.8, potassium 4.2, sodium 142, HGB 12.1.  
First troponin 0.04.  CXR was reviewed and shows pulmonary vascular congestion.  
EKG was reviewed and shows no diagnostic ST changes. 
 
Impression: 
1. Acute on chronic left ventricular systolic heart failure  
2. New ARF, most likely cardio-renal in origin 
3. Poorly controlled HTN due to volume overload 
 
Plan: 
1. BUMEX 2 mg IV Q 6H 
2. DIRUIL 500 mg IV times one 
3. Hold ACE inhibitor for now 
4. Chem 10 in a.m. 
5. DVT prophylaxis 
 
 

The E/M service documented is a 
level THREE Admission H&P 

99223 
 

$193.21 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief ≥ 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 

Case of the Week 
 

By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

 

 

Click HERE for E/M coding Web-Based Tutorials for 40 hours of CME credit. 
 

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com. 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99221 Det Det SF/Low 30 

99222 Comp Comp Mod 50 

99223 Comp Comp High 70 

(Requires 3 out of 3 key components) 

 

Problem Points 

Data Points 

Risk 

Need E/M coding education 
for multiple providers? 

 
Click HERE to consider an  

E/M compliance web portal. 

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

On-Site  Physician-to-Physician E/M 
Coding Education  
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Admission H&Ps require qualifying documentation of all three key components of history, exam and medical decision-making.  

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the Medicare allowable fee for this service in Sarasota, Florida (the home of E/M University).  To check the rate in your locality, click on the blue dollar sign to go to the CMS fee search engine.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
EVERY encounter should start with a concise chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as an extended HPI based on the documentation of FOUR HPI elements: SEVERITY, TIMING, MODIFYING FACTORS, ASSOCIATED SIGNS/SYMPTOMS.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
A comprehensive history for and admission H&P calls for a complete PFSH which must contain AT LEAST ONE item from the past medical, family and social history.  Brevity is okay here.  No need to overload the documentation with superfluous information which is not clinically relevant.  It is left up to the provider to determine how much information to document in the PFSH.  As long as you include at least one item from each component, you are covered in terms of compliance.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
It is acceptable to document the most clinically relevant systems and then to use the short-cut "All other systems reviewed and are negative."  Both the 1995 and 1997 explicitly DO allow this shorthand.  Unfortunately, the Medicare carrier for CO, NM, OK, TX and VA does NOT allow this shortcut so people in those states must document the entire ROS in order to get full credit.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive exam using the 1995 E/M guidelines because at least EIGHT organ systems are documented.  It is okay to say "normal" for asymptomatic organ systems.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Only the most pertinent labs are recorded.  The provider also makes it clear that the EKG and CXR were personally reviewed.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Note that each problem is characterized fully in terms of chronicity and degree of control.  This will help a potential auditor add up the problem points correctly.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This plan is concise and gives the reader a good idea of the plan of treatment.  

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive physical exam based on the documentation of at least EIGHT organ systems.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high complexity medical decision-making based on the presence of four or more problem points, four or more data points and high risk.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here you would get two problem points for the established and worsening problem of CHF (assuming you have seen this patient before).  You would also get three points for then new problem of ARF for which no further work-up is described.  Finally, you would two points for the established and worsening problem of HTN.  This adds up toe SEVEN total problem points for this encounter.  

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here we get one data point for reviewing/ordering labs and two points EACH for reviewing the EKG and CXR and recording our findings in the chart.  This adds up to a total of FIVE data points for this encounter.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high risk based on a severe exacerbation of a chronic illness (CHF) or based on the presence of ARF which poses a "threat to life or bodily function."

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive history based on the presence of an extended HPI, review of at least 10 systems and a complete PFSH.
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