
 
CC: F/U HTN 
 
IINTERVAL HISTORY:  The patient’s HTN has worsened since our last 
visit.  Also, he continues to have knee pain from OA for which he has re-
cently increased his use of NSAIDs.  Hyperlipidemia remains stable on ge-
neric statin therapy. 
 
ROS: CV: Negative for CP/Orthopnea/PND.  GI: Negative for abdominal 
pain, melena, hematochezia. 
 
PFSH: Negative for smoking. 
 
Exam: Awake, alert, NAD.  BP 156/78, HR 56, RR 20.  Lungs CTA.  Heart: 
RRR,  no MRGs.  No extremity edema. 
 
Labs: Creatinine 1.0, K 4.2, Hgb 13.4, LDL 77 
 
IMPRESSION: 
 
1. Worsening HTN possibly due to increased NSAID use. 
2. Stable hyperlipidemia. 
3. Worsening OA. 
 
PLAN: 
 
1. Increase AMLODIPINE to 10 mg PO QD. 
2. Patient will try to alternate TYLENOL with ADVIL. 
3. BP check in two weeks. 
4. RTC in  six months  with the usual labs. 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief ≥ 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 

 

The E/M service documented is a level 
FOUR established office patient. 

99214 
 

$91.24 

Click HERE for web-based E/M coding lectures for 10.25 hours of CME/CEU credit. 
 

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com. 

Exam Bullets Required 

PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems 

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems 

Detailed ≥ 12 from any organ systems 

Comp 2 bullets from NINE  systems 

Case of the Week 
 

 By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

 

Need E/M coding education 
for multiple providers? 

 
Click HERE to consider an  

E/M compliance web portal. 

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

On-Site  Physician-to-Physician E/M 
Coding Education  

Problem Points 

Data Points 

Risk 

 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99211 No MD needed 5 

99212 PF PF SF 10 

99213 EPF EPF Low 15 

(Requires 2 out of 3 key components) 

99214 Det Det Mod 25 

99215 Comp Comp High 40 
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Only two out of three key components are needed for established office patients.  This qualifies as a 99214 based on a detailed history and moderate complexity MDM, even though the exam is only problem focused.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a detailed history based on the documentation of an extended HPI, review of two systems and the documentation of at least one item from the PFSH.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a problem focused exam based on the documentation of only five bullets.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as moderate complexity MDM based on four or more problem points and moderate risk.  
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Two problem points for the established and worsening problem of HTN, two problem points for the established and worsening problem of OA.  One problem point for the established and stable problem of dyslipidemia.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Prescription drug management could be the qualifying risk element here, but we also have a mild exacerbation of one chronic illness or the presence of two or more stable chronic problems, either of which would also qualify the encounter as being of moderate risk.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
One data point is garnered for ordering and/or reviewing labs.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Note that the status of each problem is described, i.e., are they stable or worsening, etc.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Two clinically relevant systems are reviewed.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as an extended HPI based on the description of the status of three chronic problems (HTN, OA and dyslipidemia).

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter requires a chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Note that in this case we used the SH as our qualifying component of PFSH.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a problem focused exam using the 1997 guidelines based on the documentation of the following five bullets: general appearance, three vital signs, auscultation of lungs, auscultation of heart and assessment of lower extremities for edema.
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