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CC: SOB

HPI: Patient is a 46 year old male who complains of constant and severe
shortness of breath which started four hours ago after patient got home
from the airport after a business trip.

Case of the Week
By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC

®

PFSH: No allergies. Smokes about 1 PPD times 20 years. No family history
of premature cardiovascular disease of primary lung disease.

®

ROS: Cardiovascular: Negative for palpitations or chest pain. Pulmonary:
negative for hemoptysis or cough. Gl: negative for N/V. All other systems

®

reviewed and are negative.

PHYSICAL EXAM: Well-nourished male in some distress. Vitals: 160/80, 115,
28. EYES: PERRL with normal conjunctivae and lids. ENMT: Normal nasal

®

mucosa and oropharynx. NECK: Trachea midline. No thyromegaly. LUNGS: Exam Bullets Required
CTA with somewhat increased respiratory effort. CARDIOVASCULAR: RRR, PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems
no MRGs. No peripheral edema. ABDOMEN: Soft and non-tender. No HSM. EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems
MUSCULOSKELETAL: Normal gait and station. Homan’s sign is negative. No Detaed | 12 from anv orean svsterms
digital clubbing. PSYCH: A & O X 3 with appropriate affect. — L yoream sy
Comp 2 bullets from NINE systems
CBC and chemistry panel is WNL. EKG was reviewed and shows sinus tachy-
cardia, RAD and a flipped T wave in lead Ill. CXR was reviewed and shows no
infiltrate or pulmonary vascular congestion. MDM | Prob. Pts | DataPts |  Risk
SE <1 <1 Min
Assessment . 5 5 N
1. New onset SOB consistent with acute PE — —
2. Sinus tachycardia Mod 3 3 Mod
|
. tigh MC>4 P >4 P ich ]
Plan @ Problem Points S —— 2
Requires 2/3 dimensions

1. CT angiogram of the chest stat.
2. Check D-dimmer. @ Data Points

3. HEPARIN drip.
@Risk

T—

Need E/M coding education 1
for multiple providers?
Purchase our

Click HERE to consider an “M tire libra ry of
ompliance web portal. : E/M co ing courses
. _0n CD-ROM

E/M History | Exam MDM Time
99221 Det Det SF/Low 30
99222 Comp | Comp Mod 50

@ D @D

(Requires 3 out of 3 key components)

History HPI ROS PFSH
PF Brief None None
EPF Brief >1 None

Detailed Ext 2-9 1/3

On-Site

Physician-to-Physician E/M
Coding Education

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC

Click HERE for E/M coding Web-Based Tutorials for 10.25 hours of CME/CEU credit.

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com.
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Four problem points for the new problem of SOB for which more w/u is described.  Not sure if you would get any problem points for the sinus tachycardia, so I ignored it.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
One data point for reviewing labs and two data points EACH for eye-balling the EKG and the CXR and recording findings in the chart.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies for high risk based on the presenting problem of a probable PE which poses a threat to life or bodily function.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies for high complexity MDM based on the presence of four problem points, five data points and high risk.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies for a comprehensive exam based on the documentation of at least two bullets from each of nine organ systems.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive history based on the documentation of an extended HPI, complete ROS and at least one item from all three components of past medical, family and social history.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies for the 99223 level of care based on the documentation of a comprehensive history, a comprehensive exam and high complexity MDM.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter requires a chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as an extended HPI based on the following four HPI elements: TIMING ("constant"), SEVERITY ("severe"), DURATION ("four hours ago") and CONTEXT ("home from the airport after a business trip")

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here, the comment about the patient's allergies qualifies as one element of past medical history.  We also discussed tobacco history which qualifies as an element of social history and included pertinent information about the family history.  This adds up to a complete PFSH.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here, we commented on most pertinent systems and included the accepted shorthand, "All other systems reviewed and are negative."  This shortcut is not allowed in CO, NM, OK, TX and VA.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive exam using the 1997 E/M guidelines based on the examination of at least TWO bullets from EACH of NINE organ systems: CONSTITUTIONAL: three vital signs and general appearance.  EYES: examination of pupils and examination of conjunctivae and lids.  ENMT: examination of nasal mucosa and examination of oropharynx.  NECK: exam of neck and exam of thyroid.  LUNGS: auscultation of lungs and assessment of respiratory effort.  CARDIOVASCULAR: auscultation of heart and assessment of lower extremities for edema.  GASTROINTESTINAL: exam of abdomen and exam of liver and spleen.  MUSCULOSKELETAL: assessment of gait and station and exam of digits.  PSYCH: assessment of orientation and description of affect.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
It's okay to say the blood work is normal.  You have to make sure you state that you reviewed the EKG and CXR and record your findings in the note to get credit for these data points.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Always a good idea to state whether the problems are "new" or "established" and also describe the severity whenever possible.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
The plan clearly shows that further w/u is required for the new problem of shortness of breath.

http://emuniversity.com/On-SitePrograms.html
http://emuniversity.com/WebPortals.html
http://emuniversity.com/EMCoding_cd_roms.html
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