
 

 

 
CC: F/U CHF 
 
INTERVAL HISTORY: Feels a little worse today. 
 
Vitals: 160/90, 18, 82, 98.6 
General: NAD, well-nourished, looks stated age 
Neck: FROM, trachea midline; no JVD 
Lungs: Bibasilar crackles; normal respiratory effort 
CV: RRR, no MRGs, normal PMI in the MCL 
Abdomen: Soft, non-tender; no HSM 
Ext: 2+ peripheral edema; no digital cyanosis 
Skin: Warm and dry; well-perfused 
 
Assessment 
 
1. Severe, worsening CHF exacerbation 
2. Poorly controlled HTN 
3. Mild hypokalemia 
 
Plan 
 
1. D/C PO LASIX 
2. Start IV BUMEX 2 mg Q 6H 
3. Replete potassium per protocol 
4. Renal profile and BNP in a.m. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99231 PF PF SF/Low 15 

99232 EPF EPF Mod 25 

99233 Det Det High 35 

(Requires 2 out of 3 key components) 

Exam Bullets Required 

PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems 

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems 

Detailed ≥ 12 from any organ systems 

Comp 2 bullets from NINE  systems 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief ≥ 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 

 

 

Need E/M coding education 
for multiple providers? 

 
Click HERE to consider an  

E/M compliance web portal. 

 

Case of the Week 
 

 By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

On-Site  Physician-to-Physician E/M 
Coding Education  

Problem Points 

Data Points 

Risk 

The E/M service documented is a 
level THREE hospital progress note.  

99233 
 

$98.13 
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter (even a hospital follow-up visit) requires a chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This history is invisible from an E/M coding standpoint.  No valid elements of history have been documented.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a detailed exam using the 1997 E/M guideline based on the documentation of the following 12  bullets: 3 vital signs, general appearance, exam of the neck, auscultation of lungs, assessment of respiratory effort, auscultation of the heart, palpation of the PMI, exam of the abdomen, exam of the liver and spleen, assessment of lower extremity edema, exam of digits, palpation of the skin.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as the 99233 level of care based on the documentation of a detailed exam and high complexity MDM.  Doesn't matter that the history is weak, because only two out of three key components are needed for hospital progress notes.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
No credit can be given for history because no elements of HPI, PFSH or ROS have been documented.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Using the 1997 E/M guidelines, this qualifies as a detailed exam based on the documentation of 12 bullets.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high complexity MDM based on the presence of four or more problem points, and high risk.  Doesn't matter that we only have one data point because only two out of three dimensions of MDM are required.

Peter Jensen
labs

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Two problem points EACH for the worsening problems of CHF and HTN.  One problem point for the self-limited problem of hypokalemia.  Adds up to a total of five problem points.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
We only get one data point for ordering and/or reviewing labs.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high risk based on the presenting problem of CHF which would be considered a "severe exacerbation of a chronic illness."

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
It is always a good idea to describe the problems you are addressing as new or old or stable or worsening.
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