
 

 

CC: Renal insufficiency and proteinuria 
 
HPI: This is an initial office visit for a patient with severe renal insufficiency 
(estimated GFR of 24 mls/min) found on routine labs about one month ago and 
associated with severe proteinuria. 
 
PFSH/ROS: See today's intake form. Note is made of history of a NIRDM and also 
hypertension. 
 
Exam: See intake form. Note that the blood pressure is 156/80. 
 
Labs: Electrolytes are normal. Creatinine is 2.3, prot/creat ratio is 3800 mg/g. LDL 
130, HGBA1c 6.8. 
 
Impression 
1. Severe stage IV CKD most likely due to diabetic nephropathy 
2. Poorly controlled HTN with SBP of 156 and target SBP of 130/80 
3. Severe nephrotic range proteinuria 
4. Well controlled diabetes 
5. Well controlled hyperlipidemia 
 
Plan 
1. Add COZAAR 100 mg PO QD to current ACE inhibitor therapy. 
2. Check renal profile across my desk this week to check potassium. 
3. Patient was educated about current GFR and various stages of CKD. 
4. We also discussed the modifiable risk factors to delay progression. 
5. RTC in two weeks with renal profile and spot prot/creat. 
6. We briefly discussed the indications for renal biopsy, but will hold off for now. 
 
 

Using the 1997 E/M guidelines, this E/M 
service is a level FIVE New Office Visit 

99205 
 

$188.46 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief ≥ 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 

Case of the Week 
 

By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 
 

 

 

 

Click HERE for web-based E/M coding courses for CME/CEU credit. 
 

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com. 

Need E/M coding education 
for multiple providers? 

 
Click HERE to consider an  

E/M compliance web portal. 

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

On-Site  Physician-to-Physician E/M 
Coding Education  

Problem Points 

Data Points 

Risk 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99201 PF PF SF 10 

99202 EPF EPF SF 20 

99203 Det Det Low 30 

(Requires 3 out of 3 key components) 

99204 Comp Comp Mod 45 

99205 Comp Comp High 60 

 

Exam Bullets Required 

PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems 

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems 

Detailed ≥ 12 from any organ systems 

Comp 2 bullets from NINE  systems 

 

http://emuniversity.com/Level5NewOfficePatient.html�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pfslookup/02_PFSsearch.asp�
http://emuniversity.com/MedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ProblemPoints.html�
http://emuniversity.com/DataPoints.html�
http://emuniversity.com/TableofRisk.html�
http://emuniversity.com/StraightforwardMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/MinimalRisk.html�
http://emuniversity.com/LowComplexityMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/LowRisk.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ModerateComplexityMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ModerateRisk.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HighComplexityMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HighRisk.html�
http://emuniversity.com/History.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HistoryofPresentIllness.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ReviewofSystems.html�
http://emuniversity.com/PFSH.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ProblemFocusedHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HistoryofPresentIllness.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ExpandedProblemFocusedHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HistoryofPresentIllness.html�
http://emuniversity.com/DetailedHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HistoryofPresentIllness.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ComprehensiveHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HistoryofPresentIllness.html�
http://emuniversity.com/EMCourses.html�
http://emuniversity.com�
http://emuniversity.com/HospitalProgressNotes.html�
http://emuniversity.com/History.html�
http://emuniversity.com/PhysicalExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/MedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://www.emuniversity.com/CodingBasedonTime.html�
http://emuniversity.com/Level1NewOfficeVisit(99201).html�
http://emuniversity.com/ProblemFocusedHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ProblemFocusedExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/StraightforwardMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/Level2NewOfficePatients.html�
http://emuniversity.com/EPFExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/EPFExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/StraightforwardMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/Level3NewOfficePatient.html�
http://emuniversity.com/DetailedHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/DetailedExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/LowComplexityMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/Level4NewOfficePatient.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ComprehensiveHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ComprehensiveExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ModerateRisk.html�
http://emuniversity.com/Level5NewOfficePatient.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ComprehensiveHistory.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ComprehensiveExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/HighComplexityMedicalDecision-Making.html�
http://emuniversity.com/PhysicalExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ProblemFocusedExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/EPFExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/DetailedExam.html�
http://emuniversity.com/ComprehensiveExam.html�
Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Don't forget the chief complaint or reason for visit.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This HPI qualifies as an extended HPI based on the fact that we used four HPI elements (severity, context, duration and associated signs or symptoms).

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Perfectly acceptable to use a template as long as there is evidence that you reviewed the information for the encounter.

http://emuniversity.com/COW/form042110.pdf
http://emuniversity.com/COW/form042110.pdf
http://emuniversity.com/On-SitePrograms.html
http://emuniversity.com/EMCoding_cd_roms.html
http://emuniversity.com/WebPortals.html
Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Okay to use a template for the exam as long as you sign and date the form and maintain a copy in the chart.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
The assessment clearly conveys the severity of the problems being addressed.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
I would always dictate the assessment and plan as opposed to the elements of history and exam because this is probably the most important part of the note.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Using the template on the intake form, this qualifies as a comprehensive exam based on the documentation of at least two bullets from nine organ systems.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive history based on the documentation of an extended HPI, 10 systems reviewed and at least one item from each component of past medical, family and social history.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as the 99205 level of care based on all three key components of history, exam and medical decision-making (MDM).

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the Medicare allowable fee for this service in Sarasota, Florida (the home of E/M University).  To check the rate in your locality, click on the blue dollar sign to go to the CMS fee search engine.

Peter Jensen
Callout
Click HERE to see the form.

http://emuniversity.com/COW/form042110.pdf
Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
We get four problem points EACH for the CKD and nephrotic range proteinuria which do require further work-up and three points each for the other problems which are new (to the examiner) but do not require further diagnostic work-up.  This adds up to more than four total problem points.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
We only get one data point for reviewing and/or ordering labs.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high risk based on the presence of a problem that poses a threat to life or bodily function (renal failure).

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high complexity MDM based on the presence of four or more problem points and high risk.  Doesn't matter that we only have one data point because only two out of three dimensions of MDM are required for any given level of complexity.
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