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Case of the Week
By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC

Using the 1995 E/M guidelines, this E/M
service 1s a level ONE Admission H&P

99221
$95.49

CC: Shortness of breath

@ HPI: Patient complains of intermittent exertional shortness of breath which began yester-
day and is associated with worsening lower extremity edema.

PFSH: Remarkable for hyperlipidemia, documented CAD s/p CABG in 1998. There is
also a strong family history of premature cardiovascular disease in several first degree
relatives and a history of tobacco abuse, although the patient quit smoking five years ago.

x ROS: As reviewed in the HPI. No chest pain or cough. Otherwise non-informative.

CONSTITUTIONAL: NAD, conversant. BP 180/80, HR 72, RR 20. EYES: No ptosis.
Pink conjunctivae. PERRL. ENMT: Good dentition. No pharyngeal erythema, ulcers or
exudate. NECK: No masses or crepitus; trachea midline. No thyromegaly. LUNGS: Fine
crackles with normal respiratory effort. CV: Heart RRR with no MRGs; moderate peripheral
edema. GI: Abdomen is soft and non-tender with no HSM. SKIN: Warm and dry with
normal turgor; no rash, lesions or ulcers. PSYCH: A&OX3 with appropriate affect.

Data: EKG was reviewed and showed some flipped T waves in the anterolateral leads.
CXR was reviewed and shows bilateral pulmonary vascular congestion. Labs show nor-
mal electrolytes, CBC and normal creatinine. Troponin is 0.88

Impression

@ 1. New onset CHF
2. Hypertension associated with volume overload
3. CAD with elevated troponins

Plan
1. Will start intravenous loop diuretics and NTG
2. Consult cardiology
3. Echo

4. Serial troponins

SXOXS

d E/M coding education
nultiple providers?

tire library of
E/M coding courses

N\ _6h CD-ROM

History HPI ROS PFSH
PF Brief None None
EPF Brief >1 None
Comp
Exam 1995 Exam Rules
PF A limited exam of affected
body area or organ system
EPF Limited exam of affected organ
system and other symptomatic
or related organ systems
Detailed | Extended exam of the affected
body area or organ systems and
other symptomatic or related
organ systems
Comp 8 - 12 organ systems
MDM | Prob. Pts | Data Pts Risk
SF <1 <1 Min
Low 2 2 Low
Mod 3 3 Mod

Requires 2/3 dimensions

On-Site Physician-to-Physician E/M
Coding Education

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC

Click HERE for web-based E/M coding courses for CME/CEU credit.

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com.
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter needs a chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here we have an extended HPI based on the documentation of the following four HPI elements: TIMING ("intermittent"), CONTEXT ("exertional"), DURATION ("yesterday"), ASSOCIATED SIGNS/SYMPTOMS ("lower extremity edema.")

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Contains at least one item from the past medical, family and social history and therefore qualifies as a complete PFSH.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the big mistake that will end up costing the physician $93.14 in lost revenue (the difference between a level 3 H&P and a level 1 H&P).  Clearly, this should be a level 3 H&P based on the exam and the MDM.  Unfortunately, failure to record an adequate review of systems drops the level of history down to detailed, which means the highest level of care is only a level 1 H&P.  In most cases, if the physician had stated "All other systems reviewed and are negative," he or she would have gotten full credit for the ROS and would therefore have qualified for the level 3 H&P.  

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive exam using the 1995 E/M guidelines based on the fact that at least eight organ systems are documented.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Multiple data points are garnered for reviewing primary data elements (EKG and CXR) and ordering labs.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
It is always a good idea to state whether the problem is new or established.  

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here, we get four problem points for the new problem of CHF which will require further work-up as documented in the plan.  Since the HTN and CAD are not listed as new or worsening, you would probably only get one point each for these problems, which adds up to a total of 6 problem points.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here, we get two data points each for reviewing the EKG and the chest X-ray and recording the findings in the chart.  We get one data point for reviewing and/or ordering labs, which adds up to a total of five data points for this encounter.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high risk based on the presenting problem of new CHF with possible active ischemia which would pose a threat to life or bodily function.
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