
 

 

CC: F/U HTN 
 
INTERVAL HISTORY:  No complaints.    
 
VITAL SIGNS: 132/72, 72, 24 
 
IMPRESSION: Stable HTN 
 
PLAN 
 
1. Continue current medications 
2. Will follow intermittently 
 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99231 PF PF SF/Low 15 

99232 EPF EPF Mod 25 

99233 Det Det High 35 

(Requires 2 out of 3 key components) 

The E/M service documented is a level 
ONE hospital progress note.  

 
99231 

 

$37.98 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief ≥ 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 

Case of the Week 
 

By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

 

 
Click HERE for web-based E/M coding education for 40 hours of CME credit. 

 
For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com. 

Need E/M coding education 
for multiple providers? 

 
Click HERE to consider an  

E/M compliance web portal. 

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

On-Site E/M Coding Education from a Physician 
who is also a Certified Professional Coder 

Problem Points 

Data Points 

Risk 

Exam Bullets Required 

PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems 

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems 

Detailed ≥ 12 from any organ systems 

Comp 2 bullets from NINE  systems 
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter needs a chief complaint, otherwise known as the reason you are seeing the patient.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This statement is completely meaningless when it comes to E/M coding and documentation.  No elements of history are recorded.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
No history is documented here.  Zero credit for the key component of history.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a problem focused exam based on the documentation of one bullet.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as straightforward medical decision-making based on the problem points, the data points and risk.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here, we get one problem point for the established and stable problem of HTN.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
In immortal words of Dean Wormer: "Zero point zero" data points are scored here because no data was reviewed.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Surprisingly, even this encounter which has very little acuity of care, qualifies as low risk based on the presence of one stable chronic illness.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
The impression is concise and to the point.  The problem we are managing here is stable, so why overload the documentation with superfluous information.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the type of patient for whom I would follow the vital signs on the computer during the rest of the hospitalization and only see again if the BP readings start worsening.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Using the 1997 E/M guidelines, here, we get one bullet for recording three vital signs.
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