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Case of the Week
By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC

Using the 1995 E/M guidelines, this E/M
service 1s a level THREE Admission
H&P

99223
$188.63

HPI: Patient complains of intermittent sub-sternal chest pain which began yester-
day and is associated with shortness of breath.

PFSH: Remarkable for hyperlipidemia and ongoing tobacco abuse as well as a
strong family history of premature cardiovascular disease.

CC: Chest pain

OO ©® ©

ROS: No active chest pain now. Negative for PND, cough, nausea or vomiting.
All other systems reviewed and are negative.

Exam: NAD, conversant. BP 150/80, RR 24, HR 98. EYES: normal. ENMT: nor-
mal. CV: RRR, no MRGs, trace bipedal edema. Lungs: CTA with normal respira-
tory effort. Gl: Soft, non-tender, no HSM. Musculoskeletal: normal. Skin: normal.
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Data: EKG was reviewed and showed some flipped T waves in the anterolateral
leads. CXR was reviewed and shows no active disease process. Labs show nor-
mal electrolytes, CBC and normal creatinine. Troponin is 0.78

Plan: Admit to telemetry. Follow troponins. Start ASA, beta blocker, NTP, hepa-
rin. Consult cardiology.

Impression: New unstable angina.
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E/M History | Exam MDM Time
99221 Det Det SF/Low 30
99222 Comp | Comp Mod 50

(Requires 3 out of 3 key components)
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History HPI ROS PFSH
PF Brief None None
EPF Brief >1 None
Detailed Ext 2-9 1/3
=
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Exam 1995 Exam Rules
PF A limited exam of affected
body area or organ system
EPF Limited exam of affected organ
system and other symptomatic
or related organ systems
Detailed | Extended exam of the affected
body area or organ systems and
other symptomatic or related
organ systems
Comp 8 - 12 organ systems
MDM | Prob. Pts | Data Pts Risk
SF <1 <1 Min
Low 2 2 Low
Mod 3 3 Mod

Requires 2/3 dimensions

On-Site Physician-to-Physician E/M
Coding Education

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC

Click HERE for web-based E/M coding courses for CME/CEU credit.

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com.
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter needs a chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as an extended HPI based on the documentation of four HPI elements: location, timing, duration and associated signs and symptoms.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
At least one item from all three components of past medical, family and social history are documented which satisfies the PFSH requirements for a comprehensive history.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a complete ROS based on the fact that the most clinically relevant systems were documented and then we used the approved shortcut, "All other systems reviewed and are negative."  (Sorry, VA, TX, CO, NM and OK you can't use this shortcut for your Medicare patients!)

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a comprehensive exam using the 1995 E/M guidelines based on the fact that eight organ systems were examined.  It is perfectly okay to say, "normal" when there are no abnormal findings in a system.  (See page 10 of the 1995 E/M guidelines.)

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here we clearly indicate that we personally reviewed the EKG and CXR.  It is also clear that we looked at the lab data.  No need to write it all down.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Straight and to the point, this impression clearly conveys that we have a new problem which is quite serious.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
The concise plan lays out the further work-up which will obviously be required for this problem.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Easily qualifies as high complexity medical decision-making based on all three dimensions of problem points, data points and risk.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Four problem points for the new problem of unstable angina.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Data points galore: two points EACH for reviewing the EKG and CXR.  One point for ordering and/or reviewing labs.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Slam dunk high risk.  This patient could be ruling in for an MI.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Eight organ systems = comprehensive exam using the 1995 E/M guidelines.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Comprehensive history is documented here with an extended HPI, complete ROS and 3/3 components of PFSH.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Three out of three key components are needed for these encounters.  In this case, the visit qualifies as a level 3 H&P based on the documentation of a comprehensive history, comprehensive exam and high complexity medical decision-making.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the Medicare allowable fee in Sarasota, Florida (the home of E/M University).  To check the rate in your locality, click on the blue dollar sign to go to the CMS fee online search engine.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Since I am admitting the patient, I would attach the -AI modifier.
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