
Case of the Week 
 

 By Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99231 PF PF SF/Low 15 

99232 EPF EPF Mod 25 

99233 Det Det High 35 

(Requires 2 out of 3 key components) 

Exam Bullets Required 

PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems 

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems 

Detailed ≥ 12 from any organ systems 

Comp 2 bullets from NINE  systems 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 
 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief ≥ 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 

 

 

CHIEF COMPLAINT:  CHF 
 
INTERVAL HISTORY:  CHF symptoms worsened since yesterday.  
Now has some resting dyspnea.  HTN remains poorly controlled with 
systolic pressure running in the 160s.  Also, I’m concerned about his 
CKD, which has worsened, most likely due to cardio-renal syndrome. 
 
REVIEW OF SYSTEMS:  Positive for orthopnea and one episode of 
PND.  Negative for flank pain, obstructive symptoms or documented 
exposure to nephrotoxins. 
 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: 
GENERAL:  Mild respiratory distress at rest 
VITAL SIGNS:  BP 168/84, HR 58, temperature 98.1. 
LUNGS:  Worsening bibasilar crackles 
CARDIOVASCULAR:  RRR, no MRGs. 
EXTREMITIES:  Show worsening lower extremity edema. 
 
LABS:  BUN 56, creatinine 2.1, K 5.2, HGB 12. 
 
IMPRESSION: 
1. Severe exacerbation of CHF 
2. Poorly controlled HTN 
3. Worsening ARF due to cardio-renal syndrome 
 
PLAN: 
1. Increase BUMEX to 2 mg IV Q6. 
2. Give 500 mg IV DIURIL times one. 
3. Re-check usual labs in a.m. 
 
Total time: 20minutes. 
 
 

 
 

 

The E/M service documented is a 
level three hospital progress note.  

99233 
 

98.13 

Click HERE for web-based E/M coding lectures for 40 hours of CME credit. 
 

For clinically-based E/M coding education, visit www.EMuniversity.com. 

Need E/M coding education 
for multiple providers? 

 
Click HERE to consider an  

E/M compliance web portal. 

Peter R. Jensen, MD, CPC 

On-Site  Physician-to-Physician E/M 
Coding Education  

Problem Points 

Data Points 

Risk 
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Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a level three progress note (99233) based on the documentation of a detailed history, and high complexity medical decision-making.  Doesn't matter that the exam is only problem focused because only two out of three key components are needed for these encounters.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as a detailed history based on the documentation of an extended HPI and review of two systems.  The usual requirement for 1/3 components of PFSH is waived for hospital progress notes.  To see this in writing, go page 9 of of the 1997 E/M guidelines where it says, "For certain categories of E/M services that include only an interval history, it is not
necessary to record information about the PFSH. Those categories are subsequent
hospital care, follow-up inpatient consultations and subsequent nursing facility care."

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as only a problem focused exam based on the documentation of only five bullets.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high complexity medical decision-making based on the presence of four or more problem points and high risk.  Doesn't matter that we only have one data point because only two out of three dimensions of medical decision-making are needed to qualify for any given level of complexity.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Two problem points EACH for the established and worsening problems of CHF, hypertension and renal failure which adds up to a total of six problem points.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Just one data point for ordering and/or reviewing labs.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as high risk based on the presenting problem of a severe exacerbation of a chronic illness.  I know this is a severe exacerbation because it says so right there in the note.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Only the most pertinent labs need be recorded.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is a problem focused exam based on the following five bullets: General appearance, three vital signs, auscultation of lungs, auscultation of heart, assessment of lower extremities for edema.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Here, two systems are reviewed: respiratory and GU.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Qualifies as an extended HPI based on the documentation of the status of three or more chronic or inactive problems.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Every encounter requires a clearly identifiable chief complaint.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
This is the Medicare allowable fee for this visit in Sarasota, Florida (the home of E/M University).  To check the rate in your locality, click on the blue dollar sign to go to the CMS fee search engine.

Peter Jensen
Sticky Note
Time is recorded here because it is possible that this could qualify for critical care if I had spent more than 30 minutes seeing the patient.  If I get called back to see the patient later, I can add up the time previously spent and possibly bill for critical care if the total time spent exceeds 30 minutes.
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